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only if martial law were declared. Facta sent out the
decree proclaiming martial law to the prefects, and issued
it to the Press before submitting it to the King. But the
King refused to sign it, knowing that it would lead to
civil war. Facta resigned. Salandra tried to form a
Cabinet, but failed. Thereupon the King turned to
Mussolini.

On the morning of October 30th, 1922, Mussolini
arrived in the capital and presented himself at the Quirinal
in his black shirt. For five hours his men marched past
the King. Immediately afterwards they were ordered to
return home. Disappointment was keen amongst many
Fascists who had never seen the Eternal City, but disci-
pline was preserved, and the march on Rome cost nothing
to the Italian Exchequer, for all expenses were paid
privately, or out of party funds.

Mussolini convened Parliament immediately. "From
now on" he said, "the watchwords of Italy will be
economy, work, discipline. I might have made this dreary
hall a bivouac for my platoons. Instead, I have summoned
you to give me a vote of confidence!9 Amazed, and only
a little disconcerted by the tone of the new Prime Minister,
Parliament gave him 306 votes, against 116, with 7 absten-
tions. The vote of the Senate was almost unanimous in
favour of Mussolini. So began Year i of the Fascist Era.

During my first interview with Mussolini, in 1928, he
told me that Europe was entering upon a ten-year period
of crisis. To the Senate, in June of that year, he said:
"Between 1935 and 1940 Europe will find itself at a very
delicate period of its history, a period of new and im-
portant changes. Problems will arise which I dearly hope
may be solved pacifically; but grave complications would
be avoided if the Peace Treaties could be revised/' These